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The Dennington Queen 
After such a lovely summer, when we were exceptionally busy, we 
are now ordering our logs and having our chimneys swept in 
anticipation of longer evenings and colder weather. Come in and 
enjoy some warming mulled wine and delicious winter stews in 
front of our lovely open fires.  
 

Food service Monday to Saturday, 12-2pm and 5.30-8.30pm, and on 
Sundays 12-4pm (closed Sunday evening). 
 

FOR BOOKINGS AND ENQUIRIES PHONE 01728 638241 
 

We hope to see you soon! 
    

Jon & Lorna Reeves 



 

 

 

ADVERTISING 

Please support our advertisers—without them we 
would not be able to publish the Dennington News 

 

Advertise your business in the Dennington News to over 600 people!                 
The rates are only:  ¼ page £12 / ½ page £17.50 / full page £28 

Contact for further details: denningtonnews@gmail.com  
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EDITOR’S INTRODUCTION 

Well, we’ve had a wonderful summer - and now the cold weather is 
just around the corner. With the cost of living crisis, many people 
will be concerned about turning on the heating, let alone buying 
food and petrol with the cost of everything increasing at an 
alarming rate. There are places to ask for help if you need it - please 
see page  15 for just some of them. And the Neathouse is now 
offering a two course lunch for £9.50 on the last Tuesday of each 
month - see page 24 for full details. 
 

With Christmas now in sight there is news that Father Christmas 
will again be visiting the village (see page 10), while the Christmas 
tree lights will be switched on the week before (see page 4) and 
the carol service will be on the 11th December (see page 11). 
 

Our village personality this quarter is a man who played football for 
England, and there are the usual reports and details of forthcoming 
events for all the village clubs, societies and groups, plus news from 
the Parish Council. Their next meeting is on the 14th November, and  
everyone is welcome to attend. You can keep up to date with their 
activities via the Dennington village website. 
 

As always, please try and support our advertisers, as it is the 
advertising which covers the cost of producing this magazine. 
Thank you! 
 

Jo Denton, Editor 

mailto:denningtonnews@gmail.com
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DENNINGTON VILLAGE HALL 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The glorious weather of summer has now passed by into Autumn 
and perhaps now we can look forward to cosy evenings indoors. 
The Village Hall has been busy over this summer period with a 
number of functions taking place, including a first birthday party 
and several wedding receptions, which kept us all very busy. In 
addition the Summer Fete was held which drew many people to 
the village – thanks to Vashti at The Neathouse for organising the 
event. 
 

Following the sad news of the passing of Queen Elizabeth II 
perhaps now is the time for us to hold a further community event 
which would enable us all ‘to meet again’. Look out for further 
details over the coming weeks, perhaps a Fish ‘n’ Chips night or a 
Quiz evening. If there’s anything you’d be interested in helping 
organise, do please get in touch. And perhaps pop in to one of the 
coffee mornings held fortnightly on Thursdays, 10.30-12. 
 

As ever the team of Trustees and volunteers work tirelessly to 
maintain and support the Village Hall to keep it in good order.  
 
We still have an opening for Trustees as well as a Hall Manager, so 
please do get in touch if you would like to help out in any way. 
Many thanks. 
 

Jo Cartwright, Chair of the Trustees 

cartwrightproperty@yahoo.co.uk  

mailto:cartwrightproperty@yahoo.co.uk


 

 

Framlingham     12 Fore Street 

        Framlingham 

 IP13 9DY 

  Tel: (01728) 
724799 

 Mobile: 07768 561654 

  

 GERRY GRADY 

 Proprietor 

T A X I 

Long and short journeys, free 

quotes, fully insured, registered 

with Suffolk C.D.C., parcel delivery 

service, waiting room facilities 

     Service 
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VILLAGE PERSONALITY: COLIN TAYLOR 
 

Is Colin Dennington’s only true Scouser? Born and bred in Liverpool 
to working class parents, with a brother and sister still living there, 
the family had a great tradition of football. The sport brought the 
whole community together and by nine Colin was playing on 
Sundays for Raviton Rovers and, by 11, on Saturdays for Westmoor 
too, in an older age group. By 12 he was training four times a week 
with different sides including Kirkby Schoolboys, a representative 
group which pulled the best players from local school teams. Friday 
was his only day off and, at weekends, he had a three-match 
programme - what a difference to today’s more modest 
expectations of football players! 
 
After a game next to Everton’s ground in which, in front of scouts, 

Colin scored five goals, he was 
head-hunted by Wolves and 
signed apprenticeship forms to 
join their youth and reserves 
sides. Colin played his first 
professional game for Wolves 
aged 16 against Stoke (today in 
the Championship) and was 
selected for the England U18 
side, appearing at Wembley in 
1990. Scoring nearly 50 goals a 
season, Colin was the first 
Wolves schoolboy to go straight 
into the 1st team squad as centre 
striker, good with both feet and 
his head. In those days juniors 
cleaned the boots, shirts and 
changing rooms of regular, 
senior professionals; two sets of 
kit had to be regularly washed 



 

 

and turned around almost overnight. Colin played between 30 and 
40 matches for Wolves and some 250 others, for loan clubs, youth 
and reserve teams. 
 

Colin was kept under contract for Wolves for four and a half years, 
until he was 22, during which time he played football regularly out 
on loan to Wigan, Doncaster and Preston, under the caretaker 
manager, Sam Allardyce. In 1993 Colin joined Telford (at 
Conference level today) at a time when wages had just begun to go 
up – from £400 to £1,500 a week – in addition to doing a part-time 
job, usually through a contact of a club director. Telford were 
involved in a relegation battle; Colin’s goal at the end of the season 
kept them up – and he earned a good bonus for it! 
 

Longer term contracts were difficult to secure in a young man’s 
game. Colin next played for the Liverpool side Knowsley (with Joey 
Barton’s father), then Runcorn (with a part-time job in a bed 
factory) before going to Bangor City and then their rivals in the 
Welsh league, Caernarfon, followed by a move to Chorley. Colin 
finished his semi-professional career in 1996 at Worcester where, as 
in many sides, he ended as top scorer for the season. By then he 
had become disillusioned with the game, with player cliques 
developing as money flooded into the sport, taking the raw 
enjoyment out of the contest. 
 

On holiday in Spain in 1997 Colin met Collette, a Dennington girl 
through and through, who supports the business side of the 
Queen’s Head.  They have three children, Amelia, Rhiann and Sean, 
who were all educated at the village primary school and 
subsequently at Thomas Mills. The only time Colin had seen Suffolk 
in earlier years was when he played at Portman Road! Now retired 
from first class football, Colin signed for Dennington in his late 20s 
under manager Andy Mayhew and captain Paul Clow, with Billy 
Ablett the groundsman. At this stage in 2001 Dennington fielded 
both a first team and reserves side with a few of the lads coming in 
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from surrounding villages. In his first year, Colin scored a 
phenomenal 64 goals (a club record); in his second he scored 59, 
with the team winning two leagues in successive seasons. Colin 
finished his regular playing career at Framlingham, although he still 
guests in charity matches for Wolverhampton Wanderers ‘All Stars’ 
and in so doing gives a lot back to the game and the community. 
 

When Colin first moved to the Dennington, there was a good public 
bus service, which he sorely misses today. Yet he rather likes our 
picturesque ‘out of the way’ settlement, “a good place to bring up 
the kids” and is glad that so far it hasn’t suffered the major changes 
seen recently in Framlingham, and that the village is still home for a 
lot of people who have been here many years. Even for a 
charismatic northerner now exiled in the south, Dennington 
continues to retain its homely feel. 
 

As told to Mark Kendall 

 

RECENT 100 CLUB WINNERS 
 

The 100 club winners are drawn once a month at the Thursday 
morning coffee meeting, with a first prize of £25, a second prize of 
£15, a third prize of £10 and a fourth prize of £5.  To find out if there 
are any spare tickets (£12 each), please contact organiser Pamela 
Turner on pstevensturner@gmail.com. 
 
 July draw   August draw September draw 
 
1st  L & C Dunnett  Peter Nobbs Mark Kendall 

2nd Melanie Church  Henry Steward Chris & Penny Evers  

3rd Richard Ablett  Luke Steward Sheila Missen  

4th Neil Hannon  Linda Dunnett Claire McCormac 
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ST MARY’S CHURCH, DENNINGTON 

  

It is very difficult to know where 
or how to start this issue’s 
contribution.  Having spent all 
day watching the Queen’s funeral 
on television, I feel a huge sense 
of loss and sadness.  I am sure 
the Queen would have been so 
proud of how immaculately the 
day turned out with such an 

outpouring of love.  There has been a Book of Condolence in the 
church since Friday 9th September and prayers were said for the 
Queen at the Family Service on 11th September.  I think we have to 
remember all the things we can be so grateful for – especially that 
we were able to celebrate her amazing Platinum Jubilee with such 
a wonderful gathering of so many people from the village. 
  

Harvest Festival. Things have to carry on as normal and after our 
incredibly hot and dry summer it is time to for the Harvest 
Festival.   This will be on Sunday 9th October at 5.00 pm, followed 
by the Harvest Supper at 6.00 pm.  The Harvest Supper is being 
held in the village hall so there will be plenty of space and it is 
lovely to be able to make use of our community venue.  Tickets will 
be £12.50 per adult and £5.00 for children.  Please get tickets from 
Julie Steward on 01728 638272 or juliesteward@hotmail.co.uk  or 
Veronica Maberly at vmaberly@keme.co.uk or 07885756425. 
  

Remembrance Sunday. The Service of Remembrance will be on 
Sunday 13th November at 10.55. 
  

Looking ahead please make a note of the date for the Carol 
Service which will be on 11th December at 5.00 pm. 
 

Veronica Maberly 

mailto:juliesteward@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:vmaberly@keme.co.uk


 

 

Brothers Colin and Stephen Moore, together with their sister Kate Eagle, took 
over the running of the company when their parents, Janet and Derek Moore, 
retired in the late 1990s. Colin, Stephen and Kate have many years’ experience 
and can offer help and guidance through all the funeral arrangements, providing 
the highest standards of service and care to families during their time of grief. 
 

Please contact us on 01394 382160 (24 hours)  for support and  
information on our services.   
 

24 St. John's Street, Woodbridge, Suffolk IP12 1EB 
Email: info@ebbutton.co.uk   

 

E. B. Button & Sons Ltd. 
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LITTLE OAKS PLAYSCHOOL 
 

Badingham Playschool are really excited to announce that work 
has started on our new nursery school in Dennington, which will be 
called Little Oaks Playschool.  
 

As some of you may have 
noticed, building work started 
on the field next to the 
allotments on 31st August this 
year. The contractors are 
making good progress and 
keep us up to date at weekly 
site meetings. The culvert and 
splay works have been 
completed, the foundations 
have been excavated and the 
initial concrete pour has been 
done. The project should take 
about a year to complete. 

 
On the Saturday 19th November we are holding a community event 
to plant native trees and hedging around the perimeter of the site. 
If you would like to be involved in this or to find out more, please 
contact Michele Cole by email at m.cole@btinternet.com .  Michele 
can also be contacted if you would like to support our next 
fundraiser, which is a quiz night at the Railway Pub in Framlingham 
on 5th October. 
 
We would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone in 
Dennington and the wider community for their kind words and 
continued support of the playschool and the new build. 
 

Catherine Davoine  

mailto:m.cole@btinternet.com
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COPING WITH THE RISING COST OF LIVING 

This autumn many households will be struggling with the rising 
cost of living. East Suffolk has a lot of online resources with 
information about the support, services, benefits and grants 
available and how to access them. You can also find useful advice 
on how to make your money go further by being more energy 
efficient, reducing your food waste and much more. If you, or 
someone you know, need immediate support with the cost of 
living, you can complete their online cost of living referral form 
(http://bitly.ws/uDoD). 
 

The Dennington Parish Council website has a lot of useful links on 
their website http://dennington.suffolk.cloud/clubs-and-
organisations/help-groups, and (see below) there is a village 
charity, Dennington Consolidated Charity, that can also offer help. 

 

DENNINGTON CONSOLIDATED CHARITY 
 

As we approach what may be a very difficult winter, please 
remember that Dennington has a charity to help those in need. 
Applications should be made to the Charity Honorary Clerk, Mr 
Peter Lamb (peterlamb54@googlemail.com). The Charity also 
makes educational grants for those going on to apprenticeships or 
HE.  

http://bitly.ws/uDoD
http://dennington.suffolk.cloud/clubs-and-organisations/help-groups
http://dennington.suffolk.cloud/clubs-and-organisations/help-groups
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DENNINGTON ALLOTMENT ORCHARD 
 

Having read Orchards of Eastern England by G Barnes and T 
Williamson, I decided to make a plan of the orchard at the southern 
end of the allotment site. This area was originally designated as a 
social area with an option to plant fruit trees.  In a short space of 
time, trees from various sources appeared: specialist growers, 
supermarkets, back gardens where a tree had outgrown its 
surroundings (fig), a hedge along a driveway (hazel and walnut) 
and suckers from a tree on a plot (cherry).  In spring, the blossom 
in this area is a delight after the winter cold, and wildflowers grow 
along the perimeter.    

 

The origins of many fruit trees are well documented: the Irish 
Peach apple was probably from Co. Sligo, NW Republic of Ireland 
and introduced to England in 1820 by two men, one of whom was 
from Kilkenny.  They are temperamental fruit trees, often 
producing no fruit – and when there is fruit, it won’t keep, but 
tastes delicious if eaten straight off the tree.  The Dr Harvey apple is 
one of the oldest culinary apples, mentioned in 1629 by a Norfolk 
apothecary writing about the importance of apples.  It was named 
after Dr Harvey of Trinity Hall, Cambridge. The James Grieve variety 
was raised in Edinburgh by James Grieve using open pollination 
from a Cox or a Pott’s Seedling. The Conference pear was produced 
by Thomas Francis Rivers from his Rivers Nursery in 
Sawbridgeworth, Herts.  Its name originates from the pear winning 

first prize at the 1885 National Pear 
conference in London.   
 

In addition to these, the Dennington 
orchard trees also includes twisted 
hazel, apricot, Victoria plum, greengage, 
crab apple, walnut and Morello cherry. 
 

Pene Welham, Dennington Recorder             



 

 

Bridge Street, Framlingham 
 

Tel No. 01728 621622 
 

NEW OPENING HOURS 
Appointments and walk-ins available during 

all opening times 
 
 Monday:  closed 
 Tuesday:  9am-6pm 
 Wednesday:  2pm-7.30pm 
 Thursday:  9am-6pm 
 Friday:   9am-6pm 
 Saturday:  8am-2pm 



 

 

 

DENNINGTON CEP SCHOOL 
 

 

Half term: 24th-28th October  
Last day of term: 15th December 

 
 

Dennington Primary 
School are having two 
open mornings on Tuesday 
18th October and Thursday 
3rd November from 9:30 – 
11am.  
 
If you are thinking of 
sending your child to our 

school this is a great 
opportunity to see us in 
action! We have a wide 
range of opportunities on 
offer including forest 
schools, swimming lessons, 

and sporting competitions. We offer 
motivating and exciting lessons that 
foster children’s interest in the world 
around them.  
 
For more information about the 
school or the open mornings, please 
contact the school on 01728 638206. 
 
 

Jenny Turner, Teacher 
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Seasonal flowers for all                     

occasions and workshops. 

 

Frances Boscawen 

01728 638768 / 07799621403 

www.moatfarmflowers.com 

Chris Mann 

Painter and  

Paperhanger 
30 years experience 

 

For a free quote phone: 

Tunstall (01728)

687438 

Mobile: 07941 262663 
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DENNINGTON WI 

  

Having been formed in 1922, Dennington WI celebrated its 100 
years on a sunny afternoon in August with a tea party. Members 
and visitors looked splendid wearing hats and were welcomed by 
our president. The hall resounded to the singing of Jerusalem, 
which was followed by the reading of the records of the first 
meeting in 1922. 
  
Tables covered in lace 
tablecloths and decorated 
with flowers were soon 
occupied with ladies 
enjoying refreshments 
provided by members, 
accompanied by much 
chatter as old friends were 
reunited. 
  
Our Suffolk East Federation 
Chairman proposed a toast 
to the Institute. Everyone 
enjoyed the cupcakes decorated with a 100 motif which were made 
by our president. Everyone was thanked for their attendance on 
what proved to be a most memorable occasion. 
 
Future programme: 
 

October   All about apples – Barbara McElroy 
November  Annual meeting 
December  Members’ Christmas Party 
  
Visitors are always welcome to meetings. 
 

Jenny Dyne 



 

 

 

PARISH COUNCIL UPDATE 
 

A few short months after celebrating the Platinum Jubilee, we 
now find ourselves at the end of the second Elizabethan era and 
at the start of the third Carolean era. 
 
The late Queen Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II's reign was so 
long that very few of us are old enough to have any personal 
recollection of the state funeral for her late father King George 
VI, or the Accession and Coronation of the late Queen. However, 
we are all able to remember that her reign was a lifetime of 
dedication and service to all peoples of the United Kingdom and 
the Commonwealth. 
 
I was honoured to have been invited along to St. Micheal’s 
Church in Framlingham to represent Dennington at the reading of 
the Proclamation of the Accession of His Majesty King Charles III. 
During this service, I found myself thinking about not only the 
late Queen, His Majesty King Charles and other members of the 
Royal Family’s dedication to duty and service to the nation, but 
also thinking about the hundreds of thousands of people up and 
down the land who also serve their country and communities. In 
the passing of one era and at the dawn of a new era, that 
enduring willingness to simply do one’s bit, serve our 
communities and to help others will ensure that our country 
succeeds.  
 
At the last Parish Council meeting, the main item of business was 
a discussion regarding complaints that the school had received 
regarding parents parking at drop-off and pick-up. The Parish 
Council are continuing to work with Suffolk Highways to improve 
pedestrian crossing of the A1120 and B1116.  The Square offers 
short-term parking, and the Village Hall car park can also be used 
by parents. The school have repeatedly requested that parents 
do not cause obstructions and danger to other road users, but 
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JPF Tree Services 
 

Tree Felling and Pruning * Hedge Cutting 

Garden Clearance * Fencing and Landscaping 

                 Woodland Management  

                 Competitive firewood prices  

 

Tel: 07772 330351  
Email: jpftreeservices@outlook.com 

unfortunately a minority of parents continue to choose to park 
inconsiderately. The Parish Council have therefore decided to write 
to Suffolk Constabulary and East Suffolk Council to request support. 
 
Suffolk Constabulary’s Halesworth Safer Neighbourhood Team 
have sent a letter (via the school) to all parents, reminding them of 
the requirements of the Highway Code and their duty of care to 
other road users. Now that this educational letter has been sent, 
any further complaints may escalate to fixed penalty notices being 
issued. 
 
The tender process for replacement of the footbridge on the green 
has been reopened, as the preferred bidder had supply chain 
problems in sourcing materials for the work. 
 
The Parish Council still has one vacancy. If you would like to get 
involved, please contact me or Lydia Kirk, our Clerk, for further 
details. 
 
Minutes of the meetings can be found on the website. The next 
meeting is Monday 14th November 2022 at 19.30. 
 

Matt Lunn, Chair  
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DENNINGTON QUEEN’S HEAD CRIBBAGE TEAM 
 

The new season started on 13th September with 13 teams 
participating in the Mid Suffolk League with games being played on 
a Tuesday evening. If you are interested in joining the team, please 
contact Allan Dyne on 01728 638166. 

 

WHY NOT VOLUNTEER THIS AUTUMN? 

Suffolk Action Week is an annual Suffolk wide campaign to 
promote volunteering opportunities to the public. This year it will 
take place between Monday 3rd October and Sunday 9th October.  
If you’re interested in discovering amazing things about your 
community, and finding out how you can get involved, visit one of 
the many events that will be taking place online and in community 
spaces around the county including Woodbridge, Felixstowe & 
Bury St Edmunds Libraries, The Hold and The Hive, Ipswich, 
Haverhill Arts Centre, Fisher Theatre, Bungay, the Kirkley Centre, 
Lowestoft, Sudbury Market and John Peel Centre, Stowmarket. 
Find out more at www.communityactionsuffolk.org.uk or 
www.volunteersuffolk.org.uk. 

http://www.communityactionsuffolk.org.uk
http://www.volunteersuffolk.org.uk


 

 

 

 
 
 

I write this as the 10 days of mourning for Her Late Majesty Queen 
Elizabeth II has ended. What an extraordinary lady she was and 
how lucky we have been to have her as our Queen for over 70 
years. The last ten days have perhaps reminded us that the 
Monarchy is a unifying force for our United Kingdom with the 
ability to be above temporary issues without the need for constant 
re-election and able to hold to long term values. We can look 
forward to King Charles III’s leadership with confidence. 
 

It has been wonderful that so many families and the school children 
in our village have signed the book of condolence, rung the bells 
and of course celebrated together at the Platinum jubilee. All of this 
reminds us of the importance of being part of a community. 
 

And on to farming – and what an extraordinary season we are 
having. The easiest harvest in my 43 years here but still no rain to 
speak of, which is making our autumn plans difficult. Despite the bit 
of rain in mid-September, the ground is still rock hard, making 
ploughing impossible. Ryan, our farm manager, found a second 
hand Horsch Avatar drill near Toulouse in France which we have 
eventually got back here ready for some direct drilling – when the 
weather allows. At least the oil seed rape drilled at the end of July is 
beginning to grow and we hope it will survive the ravages of flea 
beetle and pigeons! You may notice that we have cultivated some 

fields but left others. We 
now hope for a good 
steady rain for two or 
three days followed by 
three weeks settled 
weather to plant our crops. 
We will have to see what 
happens!! 

Drill being unloaded 
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We have taken the opportunity 
of the dry weather to clean out 
five ponds . When we start 
cleaning a pond it is difficult to 
know how deep they will be – 
the picture are of a pond at 
Badingham between the fields 
called Sheephill and Sawpit. 
Perhaps this was the sawpit 
but is definitely very deep!  We 

do have over 100 ponds; a surprising 
number have dried up, but not those that 
we have cleaned out so we continue to 
clean out when we have the opportunity. 
The Suffolk Wildlife Trust are also helping 
and have cleaned two ponds a year for 
the last three years. With many of the 
ponds dry we have put out water bowls 
for the wildlife as well as the feeders. Of 
course we do not get paid for this work 
but it is part of the stewardship that 
farmers carry out for their farms. 
 

On the wider farm, you might notice that some poplar trees have 
been felled along the Brundish 
road. These are mature and if left 
will begin to fall. The timber is 
much needed at present 
although not as originally 
intended for matchsticks. We are 
also restoring Pipes Barn which 
will be available for small 
workshops when completed. 
 

Robert Rous 



 

 

 

DENNINGTON ALLOTMENT AND GARDENERS’ ASSOCIATION 
 

Along with everyone in the village, the 
county and most of the country the 
allotments endured one of the hottest and 
driest summers on record. The heat and 
total lack of rain made for extremely 
challenging times with many crops 
suffering poor yields, particularly potatoes 
and other root crops. To maintain any 
decent quality produce required many trips 
to the water troughs, both early morning 
and late afternoons.  The only consolation 
was a total lack of weeds!  

 

Even as we go into early autumn 
the ground is still very hard and 
needs days and weeks of steady 
rain to be ready for future 
planting. However, the weather 
has failed to dampen any 
enthusiasm and we are busy 
preparing the plots for the 
forthcoming winter months. 
 

Many of you may have noticed a mound of earth on the central 
pathway inside the allotment area, which is preparation for an 
additional water trough. This addition will bring the number of 
troughs up to four and give easier access to them from all parts of 
the allotments. Not so far for some to carry their watering cans! 
 

The new Badingham Playschool is now being built and will no doubt 
transform this part of the village. We look forward to welcoming our 
new neighbours. We would like to say a big thank you to Ian Mann 
who has now taken on the grass cutting services around the 
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allotments and the village green itself, it is very much appreciated. 
 

If you would like to be included on our waiting list, please get in 
touch with us at denningtonallotmenteers@gmail.com. 
 

Pamela Stevens, Allotment Secretary 

DENNINGTON VILLAGE FETE 
 

July 30th was - as we might 
have expected by then! - a  
sunny day, and the village 
fete, organised as last year 
by Vashti at the Neathouse 
and held on the sports field, 
was a tremendous success. 
The Village Hall bar was 
open and very popular, with 
plenty of takers for Pimms 
and soft drinks, while the 

tombola - with a top prize of a gift voucher kindly supplied by The 
Dennington Queen - did very well, raising nearly £200.  
 
Children were entertained by a 
Punch and Judy show, there was a 
live band and singers, while the 
stalls were doing great business, 
particularly the home made bread 
on sale from Wakelyn Bakery in 
Fressingfield and the Framlingham 
library tent  with  lots of old books 
for sale. Thanks to everyone who 
came along! 
 

Jo Denton 
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SUMMER ARTS EXHIBITION 2022 
 

During the August bank holiday we had yet another successful art 
exhibition showing an array of work from highly gifted local talent. 

 
The event was not without 
its difficulties. A double-
booking of the hall required 
the artists to dismantle the 
whole of the exhibition on 
the Saturday afternoon and 
re-assemble it later that 
evening! They did this with 
speed and good grace. Then 
the caterer went down with 

Covid two days before the exhibition. The wonderful ladies of 
Dennington, and relatives, stepped up to run the kitchen. We send 
our grateful thanks to them. Luckily the cakes had all been 
prepared in advance….and delicious they were too. 
  

Around 500 people came through the door, with many viewers 
returning after earlier visits. Thank you for the favourable 
comments, eg “A lot of talent here – lovely exhibition”; “Fantastic 
exhibition – such varied work”. Several visiting artists expressed an 
interest in participating in 
future exhibitions. 
   

A big thank you to all our 
loyal supporters who we 
look forward to seeing 
again at Easter in 2023. 
 

Gillian Plummer,  

Art Committee 



 

 



 

 

 

LIBRARY NEWS: AUTUMN LEAVES 
 

As summer tips into autumn, we celebrate our wonderful Summer 
Reading Challenge and the number of children who became fully 
fledged Gadgeteers. We are very grateful to our volunteers who 
have helped make this a success. We recently celebrated 10 years of 
Suffolk Libraries and our Friends of Framlingham Library - the 
support of volunteers and Friends is invaluable.  
 

The re-roofing is done, the scaffolding is down, and we can start to 
refocus on the library interior. For the autumn and winter we will be 
restarting Top Time sessions (55+), an opportunity to meet and chat 
over a warm drink.  Top Time will be on a Thursday from 10-12 
starting in late September. 
 

Our Make it on Mondays sessions will continue, but with more 
space by having the table up in the main library area.  Bring along 
your craft activity, enjoy a hot drink and a chat. The job club drop in 
is moving to once a month, the third Tuesday from 12-2pm. 
 

We have restarted Library Larks for rising 5s on Tuesdays 10-
11.30.  Beautiful Charlie the PAT (Pets as Therapy) dog will continue 
to visit after school on Tuesdays. Our Word Play sessions for pre-
schoolers continue on Fridays at 9.00 and Lego and Craft 
Challenges have returned on Saturdays and Sundays. 
 

Please get in touch if you know someone who loves books but can't 
get to the library as we have a home library service and our 
volunteers will help them to find books to bring to them at home. 
We are also looking forward to welcoming some local authors to 
talk about their work, so keep an eye on our social media pages, the 
main Suffolk Libraries website Framlingham page and posters in the 
library and Co-op for more information. See you in the library! 
 

Vivia Bamford, Library Manager, Framlingham Library  
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SUFFOLK CHURCHES RIDE AND STRIDE 2022 
 

In 2021, the 40th sponsored Ride and 
Stride made over £190,000 for our 
national churches, and this year in 
excess of 600 churches and chapels, 
many manned by volunteers with 
biscuit and liquid refreshment, 
opened for cyclists, pedestrians, 
those on horse or driving classic cars 

to visit, sign in and raise funds for our ecclesiastical heritage.  This 
year a number of Dennington residents took part in various ways, 
enjoying a wonderful day out: 
 

Mark Kendall, walking with a friend, Ali Rice, over from Australia.  
writes: “The weather held and, after registering in Dennington, we 
drove east of Woolpit and walked four villages over some nine 
miles: Brettenham, Thorpe Morieux, Felsham and Gedding. A pit/
pub stop for lunch at the Six Bells in Felsham helped ease the pain! 
These were all villages ripe for exploration and quite beautiful too. 
We took country roads and field footpaths between parishes, saw 
very few vehicles but many fantastic properties, and took in far too 
much fresh air. Evening drinks at The Swan at Worlingworth, newly 
reopened, seemed well earned!” 
 

Avril Palmer, who is the local contact for this event, took to her 
cycle: “Another glorious day for this yearly event.  I took a different 
route to last year, with interesting changes of architecture and 
history in the churches I visited.  This year was marked by the 
forthcoming funeral of the Queen and every church had a book of 
condolence alongside a framed picture.  Can I say a big thank you 
to all the volunteers who sat in Dennington Church to register 
visitors and offer them refreshments.  Also a thank you to everyone 
from the village who took part and raised sponsorship.  Put next 
year’s date – Saturday, 9th September – in your diary now!” 
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Andrew Stansfeld was also cycling: “Having decided to cycle a 
route to the east of Dennington, I visited 20 churches including 
Sibton, Kelsale, Middleton, Theberton, Knodishall, Friston, 
Sternfield, Snape and Farnham. I was interested to have a look at 
the area before Scottish Power and Sizewell C leave their mark. In 
contrast to 2020, most of the churches were open with someone in 
attendance and many had a book of condolence with a photograph 
of HM Queen Elizabeth II. Interestingly, at the back of Sternfield 
church were photographs of the late Queen and her mother 
visiting the church in 1958 and twice again in 1968 but with no 
explanation of why they visited.” 

 

WELCOME OTTIE AND THE BEA! 
 

The eagle eyed among you will 
have noticed a new shop in 
Framlingham which has opened 
just in time for Christmas: Ottie 
and the Bea, selling children’s toys 
with, at the back, a lovely 
children’s bookshop.  ‘Director of 
Fun’ and founder Julie Marsen 
Dyer grew up in Suffolk and moved 
back here a year and a half ago.  
They also have a shop in South East London which opened in 2010; 
the shops are named after their two daughters, Bea and Ottilie. 
 
The new shop in Framlingham offers a fantastic selection of toys, 
books, gifts, party supplies and tableware, all hand selected by 
Julia, and all centred around her passion for imaginative play, 
creativity and stories, all of which she believes are key to 
childhood.  The shop also hosts a variety of events from regular 
book clubs for children to workshops run by illustrators, makers 
and authors. Check out what’s happening on the website events 
page: https://ottieandthebea.com/collections/framlingham-events 



 

 

 

HELP KEEP FRAMLINGHAM TENNIS TOURNAMENT ALIVE 
 

The very first Framlingham Tennis Tournament was held in 1883, on 
four grass courts at Hurts Hall near Saxmundham.  Lawn tennis was 
then relatively new, and 900 people paid for admission in that first 
year. Generally acknowledged as the finest player before the first 
World War, H L Doherty started to play in the tournament in 1897. 
That year he won the first of his eight Wimbledon titles with his 
brother and went on to be Wimbledon Singles Champion for five 
years from 1902 to 1906. 
 

In 1914 the tournament moved to Framlingham College when the 
Headmaster kindly offered to lay out nine courts to host it. 
However, that year’s event was rather overshadowed: the East 
Anglian headline of 5th August read “Britain declares war on 
Germany”.   
 

When the tournament restarted in 1919 the event enjoyed what the 
official history describes as a ‘halcyon’ period, with Wimbledon 
champions playing regularly.  One was Herbert Roper-Barrett, who 
had dominated the tournament before the war; he went on to win 
many Wimbledon events and to captain the Davis Cup. 
Approaching 50 he decided to make one last attempt at 
Framlingham, winning for the seventeenth time in 1921. The 
tournament was again interrupted by war between 1940 and 1946, 
but has run continuously every year since then.  
 

This year the first week of 
August saw over 50 events and a 
jam-packed schedule of tennis in 
the grounds of Framlingham 
college. This included a patrons’ 
lunch, a charity evening tennis 
event, wheelchair tennis 
demonstrations – from 2023 the 



 

 
dennington.suffolk.cloud      Page 37 

 

 

tournament will include events for wheelchair competitors – an 
evening barbecue, an 80+ tennis event (to play, combined ages of 
the partnership needs to be over 80) and the former Wimbledon 
champion Christine Truman Janes MBE signing copies of her 
memoir.  
 

The tournament depends upon the great generosity of patrons and 
sponsors to keep running. If you’re interested in becoming a patron 
(from £50 a year), do contact Shirley Cable at Clarke & Simpson in 
Framlingham (scable@clarkeandsimpson.co.uk) for more 
information. 

AUTUMN EVENTS IN BRUISYARD 
 

Veterinary Tall Tales at Bruisyard Village Hall, 8th October. 
Talk by Aldeburgh vet Brian Faulkner, 7pm for a 7.30pm start.  
Tickets £10 including a glass of wine and nibbles, available in 
advance or on the night (cash or card).  
 
Harvest Supper in Bruisyard Village Hall, 22nd October 
Chicken pie and veg followed by pudding, with an open bar and 
prize draw, 7pm for 7.30pm. Tickets £12, book in advance. 
 
Fireworks at Bruisyard Parish Park, 4th November 
Just turn up, starting at 6.30pm. Hot dogs and cash bar. 
 
Barn Dance at Bruisyard Village Hall, 12th November 
Music by one of the region’s foremost ceilidh bands, Syzewell Gap, 
7pm for a 7.30pm start. Tickets £15 including chilli con carne (or 
vegan alternative) and baked potatoes.  
 
Christmas Market in Bruisyard Village Hall,  10th December 
From 10am to 2pm, with mulled wine, and mine pies on offer. 
 
For further details or to book any events see www.bruisyard.com. 

mailto:scable@clarkeandsimpson.co.uk


 

 

 

OBITUARY: NEVILLE SAYER 16th May 1938-6th August 2022 
 

Neville was born and brought up in 
Ipswich, the fifth in a family of six 
children. I suspect he was always 
the loudest and liveliest. He was 
one of the last to be called up for 
national service, joining the Royal 
Army Medical Corps.  
 

After National Service he tried 
engineering but after marrying and 
starting a family he decided to 

rejoin the RAMC. He loved the army and was posted to various 
places including Malaya, Borneo, Sharjah, Cyprus (with UN blue 
beret), Berlin, central Africa and the Falkland Islands, as well as a 
few UK postings. He was a born leader if a bit unorthodox, and it 
was reported that his men would follow him out of curiosity! The 
army trained him firstly as an environmental technician, then as an 
environmental health officer once he had gained a few more GCEs 
at a nearby state school. His marriage ended in divorce, and he was 
awarded custody of all three children when the youngest was only 
six. His parents and two of his brothers insisted on looking after the 
children while Neville stayed in the army, coming home as much as 
possible. 
 

He met me, Mandy, in 1988, and we bought a house in Dennington. 
Neville retired from the army in 1989, having joined as a private and 
retired as a major. He joined Ipswich Borough Council, then Suffolk 
Coastal District Council, gradually reducing his hours and retiring 
fully when he was about 70. He had always been a keen golfer, 
especially in Edinburgh. He was introduced to Dennington Bowls 
club by David “The Post” and eventually became an active 
chairman, helping Les Baker organise a very popular annual 
tournament for a number of years. He also happily pottered about 



 

 

in his garage cum workshop building this and that and mending 
golf clubs. 
 

He was never without an interest or something to do, and he was 
still loud and lively. Sadly, health issues got in the way with 
prostate cancer and a threatened abdominal aortic aneurysm in 
2016. The AAA was successfully repaired but the cancer could only 
be contained by hormone treatment. Neville managed to continue 
with golf and bowls but summer 2019 saw the beginning of a 
decline. He left Dennington Bowls club and joined the slower paced 
Earl Soham Bowls club. He reduced the number of games of golf. 
The cancer spread fast and after 3 stays in hospital he came home 
to palliative care. He tried to stay cheerful and in control for as long 
as possible. The regular hospice and Marie Curie nurses loved him. 
He will never be forgotten but my goodness it is quiet here! 
 

Mandy Sayer 
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Dennington Horticultural Club  
 

The Dennington Horticultural Club enjoyed drinks in a local garden 

in July, and the new year - the third in the life of the Club - will start 

with a meeting in October, speaker and date to be announced.   

 

For details on how to join the club, or be added to the mailing list 

for information on forthcoming events (guests welcome), please 

email jo.henry@hotmail.co.uk. We look forward to welcoming you 

to a meeting soon! 
 

Jo Denton, DHC Secretary 

 

MEET THE POLICE 
 

Suffolk Police have 
announced dates for a series 
of public meetings this 
autumn, and invite members 
of the public to attend to 
discuss any issues of 
concern.  Full details are 
given on their website at 
www.suffolk-pcc.gov.uk; all 
meetings start at 6.30 and 
there is no need to book. 
There is an online meeting 
on 3rd October, plus in-
person meetings on 6th 
October in Stowmarket, 11th 
October in Ipswich and 18th 
October in Mildenhall. 
 

http://www.suffolk-pcc.gov.uk
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OBITUARY: PETER STARLING 29th July 1959-16th June 2022 
 

Peter Starling, who many in Dennington will remember as the long-
time owner of Spring Farm House on The Street, died on 16th June, 
2022, while out on a run from his home in Woodbridge.   
 
Born in 1959, Peter worked with a number of companies including 
British Leyland and Datacorps before joining Blockfoil, the 
company he went on to co-own in 1998. He was in charge of 
finances while his partner, Barry, looked after sales. The company 
became important printers of specialist packaging, including the 
labels on Johnny Walker bottles, something that Peter was pleased 
to point out when offering drinks to guests. He was in the process 
of selling the company and had virtually retired at the time of his 
death.   
 
Peter was a man with many passions, and retirement meant more 
time to indulge in one of them, sailing.  Once the lockdowns were 
over, much time was spent with Rosie – and sometimes the 
children, Anthony and Harriet – on boats in various locations in the 
UK and round the world.  As well as running regularly he was a 

keen croquet player, competing in 
local tournaments when he could, 
and he also enjoyed holidays trekking 
and skiing.  He loved watching sport 
too: cricket, rugby and football, 
supporting Nottingham Forest and 
the Leicester Tigers.  And he made a 
mean gin and tonic – his “Pierro 
specials” were legendary among 
family and friends.  Going well before 
his time, he will be much missed by 
everyone who knew him. 
 
Peter at home dispensing drinks... 



 

 



 

 

Disclaimer: Dennington Village Hall produces this newsletter in good faith from articles submitted by 

local organisations and individuals.  Dennington Village Hall can accept no responsibility for any   

inaccuracies contained therein, which must be taken up with the relevant organisation or individual. 

 

Dennington Village Hall Coffee mornings 
 

Every other Thursday at 10.30am a  
friendly group meets in the village hall to chat about 
what’s going on for an hour or so over a cup of coffee 
of tea and delicious -and usually homemade - cake. 

 

The dates for the next few months are below. Every-
one is welcome, so do please come and join us! 

 

13 and 27 October 
10 and 24 November 
8 and 22 December 

 

A PLEA TO DISPOSE OF YOUR DOG POO CORRECTLY! 
 

We are very lucky to have so many lovely places to walk dogs in the 
village, including the field behind the houses to the south of the 
Badingham Road. However – each side of this land is private 
property, and recently one resident counted 36 piles of dog poo in 
full view of their window. This seems incredible when just a few 
yards before the footpath there is a bin for dog waste. Please, 
please can dog owners make sure they use the bins provided! 

Please send all stories or items to be included in the next issue, 

which covers January-March 2023, to the Editor no later than 15th 

December. Send via email to denningtonnews@gmail.com , or via 

post to Spring Farm House, The Street, Dennington IP13 8JF.  

Please send pictures and advertisements as jpeg attachments. 
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DIARY OF EVENTS OCTOBER-DECEMBER 2022 
 

Date Event Location 

9th October Harvest Festival Church 

9th October Harvest Supper Village Hall 

12th October WI Village Hall 

13th October Coffee morning Village Hall 

24-28 October Half term  

27th October Coffee morning Village Hall 

9th November WI Village Hall 

10th November Coffee morning Village Hall 

13th November Remembrance Day Church 

14th December  WI Village Hall 

24th November Coffee morning Village Hall 

2nd December Christmas tree lights Village green 

8th December Coffee morning Village Hall 

11th December Carol Service Church 

15th December End of term  

16th December Father Christmas here Village green 

22nd December Coffee morning Village Hall 


