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The Dennington Queen 

We have had such a fantastic crazy few weeks since re-opening, 
and want to thank everyone for their continued support!  It has 
been lovely to see so many old and new faces. 

  
We are open seven days a week: 

Lunch served 12-2pm 
Dinner served 5.30-8.30pm 

  

For bookings and enquiries phone 01728 638241  
 
Please see our Facebook page or go to our 
website www.thedenningtonqueen.co.uk for 
the latest updates. 
 
  

Jon & Lorna Reeves 

Some fluffy friends on the Dennington Queen’s pond…. 

http://www.thedenningtonqueen.co.uk/


 

 

 

ADVERTISING 
 

Advertise your business in the Dennington News to over 600 people!                 
The rates are only:  ¼ page £12 / ½ page £17.50 / full page £28 

Please contact us for further details on denningtonnews@gmail.com  
 

Please support our advertisers—without them we would 
not be able to publish the Dennington News 
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EDITOR’S INTRODUCTION 

 

Well - there’s certainly a lot going on in the next few months!  
We’ve reinstated the diary feature on the back of the magazine, so 
you can keep this somewhere safe to remind you of key dates...but 
the big one is of course the Village Fete on the 17th, which has lots 
of great stuff going on, not least a scarecrow competition (see 
page 35) and the Horticultural Club flower and produce show.  I’m  
looking forward to seeing all your great entries for that (see page 9 
for more details, and be sure to get your registration in by the 10th 
July!).  In addition, there’s a croquet tournament (see page 25) 
planned for the 24th July - no knowledge (or indeed training!) 
required, come along, enjoy yourself...and have a drink at the 
village hall bar, which will be open.  And we have a new series of 
events launching this autumn with what sounds like a fascinating 
talk about life as a curator in Dublin’s Natural History museum (see 
pages 26/27).  
 

There really is something for everyone coming up, so put these 
dates on your calendar now.  Which reminds me, another 
Dennington calendar is planned for 2022...so if you’re a member of 
a village organisation, start thinking about how to get involved in 
that now.  And I look forward to seeing everyone over the next few 
months as we  start to come out of our long hibernation. 
 

 Jo Denton, Editor 

mailto:denningtonnews@gmail.com


 

 

 

T A X I 

Framlingham     12 Fore Street 

        Framlingham 

 IP13 9DY 

  Tel: (01728) 724799 

 Mobile: 07768 561654 

  

 GERRY GRADY 

 Proprietor 

 

T A X I 

Long and short journeys, free 

quotes, fully insured, registered 

with Suffolk C.D.C., parcel delivery 

service, waiting room facilities 

     Service 

GARDEN MACHINERY 

SALES, SERVICE & REPAIR 
COLLECTION SERVICE AVAILABLE 

 

We have a selection of second hand  
lawnmowers and ride ons in our 

showroom 
 

6A MEADOW WORKS BUSINESS PARK 

DEBENHAM IP14 6RP 

TEL: 01728 860330 

www.bootsnblades.co.uk 

 

about:blank
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DENNINGTON VILLAGE HALL 
 

At last summer is here.  The village is in full bloom and it is 
wonderful to see the gardens so full of colour. It certainly makes a 
statement when passing through -  hopefully encouraging people to 
stop at the Neathouse, the Dennington Queen, the sportsfield or at 
the very least remember us for a future visit. 
 
The Village Hall has been bustling with activity, with many classes 
resuming in May.  The chance to re-start hobbies and enjoy 
socialising with friends has been welcome. Empty buildings are 
having life breathed back into them and our Hall is certainly reaping 
the benefits of being used again. Whilst numbers permitted remain 
limited for now, those involved with the running of the hall are 
ensuring that people can maximise the usage during this final stage 
of lockdown and that we’re ready for the big reopening when it 
comes. 
 
I am very much looking forward to seeing residents at the 
forthcoming  Village Fete on July 17th, which to ensure it is safe for 
all is being hosted outside.  It looks to be a fun packed day with lots 
to be involved in, or simply come and have an ice cream – more 
information is detailed in this edition of the Dennington News. 
 
Like many during lockdown I have spent more time in my garden, 
with mixed success. But I am encouraging my plants and produce to 
put in some extra effort in growth over the next week in 
preparation for the Horticultural Club Produce Show. 
 

Jo Cartwright, Chair of the Trustees 

 



 

 

Please send all stories or items to be included in the next issue, 

which covers October-December 2021, to the Editor no later than 

9th September.  Send via email to denningtonnews@gmail.com , 

or via post to Spring Farm House, The Street, Dennington IP13 8JF.  

Please send pictures and advertisements as jpeg attachments. 

 

SPORTS AND SOCIAL CLUB 
 

The brand new surface for 
the tennis court has now 
been unveiled and it really 
looks amazing.  Please note 
however that the tennis court 
should ONLY be used for 
tennis and not for any other 
activities.  If you have used 
the court, please secure the 
combination lock on the gate 
after you have finished. 

 

The tennis court can now be booked via the new Dennington 
village hall website.  Log on, find Tennis under the Activities tab, 
and follow the instructions there.  Once you have registered the 
system will remember your details.  Your booking does not need to 
be confirmed in the same way that all other bookings are.  If you 
need to change or delete your booking, log in via your 
acknowledgement email, and you will find you can easily change 
the details on the system. 
 

The club has also now agreed to spend money repairing the 
playground equipment, and more details of this, and dates for 
when the work will take place, will be announced shortly. 
 

Sports and Social Club 

mailto:denningtonnews@gmail.com
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DENNINGTON VILLAGE FETE 17TH JULY 
 

The latest government advice means that the village fete, to be 
held on Saturday 17th July from 12:00 to 16:00, can still go ahead. 
 

This last year has been a tough one for everyone, so it will be great 
for us all to get together.  Dennington has the most wonderful 
outside space and definitely enough room to socially distance. 
 
There will be a great array of stalls and events from the 
Horticultural Club flower show to sporting events on the sports 
field, a tombola, and a raffle being organised by the Village Hall 
Trustees, while the school children, FODS and Badingham Pre-
School are busy making and organising various games.  The Deben 
Valley Young Farmers are putting on an event, the Allotment 
Association will be organising a scarecrow competition, the church 
will be open with Brook playing the organ and the village hall bar 
will be available to serve some no doubt much-needed drinks to 
seated customers.  See relevant pages for more details of all this. 
 

Donations are urgently required for the tombola - please leave 
them at the Neathouse. 
 

The Punch and Judy show is booked, 
there will be a WW2 vehicle display on 
the village green, and many other small 
independent stalls will be dotted 
around the playing field and green. 
 
This will be a fantastic afternoon, with 
money being raised for our community, 

so do please put this in your diary now and come along and support 
all those fantastic organisations who are helping put on the show.  
 

The village fete organisers 



 

 

Brothers Colin and Stephen Moore, together with their sister Kate Eagle, took 
over the running of the company when their parents, Janet and Derek Moore, 
retired in the late 1990s. Colin, Stephen and Kate have many years’ experience 
and can offer help and guidance through all the funeral arrangements, providing 
the highest standards of service and care to families during their time of grief. 
 

Please contact us on 01394 382160 (24 hours)  for support and  
information on our services.   
 

24 St. John's Street, Woodbridge, Suffolk IP12 1EB 
Email: info@ebbutton.co.uk   

 

E. B. Button & Sons Ltd. 
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  Dennington Horticultural Club  
 

Dennington Horticultural Club are delighted to be supporting the 
village fete on 17th July by running a flower and produce show, so 
please go to the Show Schedule on the village hall website or at 
http://bit.ly/DHCSummershow2021 and sign up by 10th July!   
 

We are looking for entries in the following classes, and there are 
cash prizes for the winners: 
 

Baking and preserves: 
1. A jar of home made jam, jelly or marmalade 
2. A home=grown fruit or vegetable-based biscuit 
Flowers and produce: 
3. A Summer Bonnet: decorate a hat with flowers or foliage  
4. A display of summer roses 
5. A small table decoration using flowers, fruit or vegetables - let 
your imagination run riot 
6. Three perfect vegetables from your garden or allotment 
Children’s categories: 
7. A summer bonnet  - decorate a hat with flowers or foliage 
8&9. A display of wildflowers in a jam jar (two classes, 5-10 & 11-16) 
10&11. A decorated pebble (two classes, 
5-10 & 11-16) 
 

We are hoping to restart meetings later 
this summer, and members will be sent 
details of the first meeting for the 21st 
July.  In the meantime, we have planted 
some of the ditch verge on the village 
green with wild flower plugs, and that 
area will not now be mown until 
Autumn, so we hope for some good 
displays of colour, next year if not this! 
 

Jo Denton, DHC Secretary 



 

 

 

PLEASE VISIT MY NEW STUDIO/GALLERY NOW OPEN AT STONHAM BARNS  
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VILLAGE PERSONALITY:  ALASTAIR FOX 
 

A Yorkshireman, born and bred in 
Sheffield, Alistair’s father was a 
metallurgist with British Steel while his 
brother, an accomplished sportsman, is 
a professional golf caddy. Keen to see 
the world, Alastair went straight into 
the Army after A-levels and had six 
months at Sandhurst followed by a 
commission into the Royal Engineers, 
historically based in Chatham in Kent, 
the home town of his mother (his grandfather had been a 
shipwright there). The following year, at the end of the Cold War, 
Alistair was deployed to Hameln, north Germany, where he was 
involved with combat engineering: demolitions, obstacles, bridging, 
clearing and laying minefields. 
 

A return to Camberley in England was followed by marriage and a 
training post for Royal Engineer recruits. He returned to Germany 
where he was second in command of a squadron at Nienberg which 
was deployed to Bosnia, his first operational tour (Operation 
Grapple) to Vitez. Daughter Eleanor, now a barrister, was born 
whilst he was away - he saw her first at six months old. It was a 
bloody conflict between the Bosnian Serbs, Croats and Muslims, 
one of ethnic cleansing and mass refugee movement, a very stern 
test for any young man. Alistair was involved in the peace keeping 
operation, supporting the United Nations, becoming Adjutant to a 
bomb disposal regiment on his return. It Alistair’s son, William, now 
a musician and record producer, was born during this period. 
 

Back at Chatham, Alistair took charge of young officer training, with 
three batches of thirty recruits each year on a very popular course. 
The Royal Engineers motto, ‘Ubique’ summed up their huge 
importance: they were expected ‘everywhere’. A switch to the 



 

 

 

 
Horse Guards saw Alistair co-ordinating the operational and 
training activities of the entire London Division, before promotion 
to Major and a new challenge in Northern Ireland where he 
commanded a squadron in Londonderry just after the Good Friday 
Agreement. 
 

Following Staff College in Shrivenham and a Masters in Military 
Technology, Alistair went on to command 58 Field Squadron near 
Saffron Waldron, a high risk search and bomb disposal unit 
(counter terrorism), supporting the police in their fight against the 
narcotics war, searching for the girls in the Soham murders, 
assisting on maritime counter terrorism operations and, in 2003, 
being deployed to Iraq to search for Weapons of Mass Destruction. 
During this period Alistair was on two hours’ pager call to move to 
any global location. For his Herculean efforts he received an MBE 
from the Queen. The Squadron covered concomitant multiple 
operations on a daily basis. Back in the UK, they oversaw 
presidential visits with the police and other agencies, covered the 
G10 meeting at Gleneagles when 7/7 hit, and were in Boscastle, 
Cornwall, in 2004, for search and rescue operations at the time of 
the floods: an incredibly varied and exacting menu! 
 

By 2005 Alistair was working in Bristol at the Procurement 
Executive, leading on a £400 million project to deliver Titan 
armoured bridge-laying equipment and Trojan armoured bulldozer 
tanks. Between 2006-2008 Alistair re-located to Northwood to run 
the Counter IED (improvised explosive device) operations for Iraq 
and Afghanistan: battlefields out there were littered with them. He 
was deployed to Kandahar and Lashkagah and promoted to 
Lieutenant Colonel before subsequently returning to command the 
tri-service Defence EOD and Search Regiment, again in Chatham. 
 

Alistair’s next posting, to Islamabad, was as Counter Terrorism 
liaison officer to the Pakistani military just after Bin Laden had been 
killed. It was a very tense situation, with diplomatic relations 
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between the host country and the US severed. Alistair returned to 
the Ministry of Defence in Whitehall to run the Chemical, Biological, 
Radiological and Nuclear desk in the Operations Directorate, with a 
focus on the Syrian chemical attacks, co-ordinating intelligence 
reports and strategic planning for the UK’s response, with our 
American allies, to the situation. Tasks included the location, 
identification, neutralisation and removal of precursors - the 
weapon agents mixed to make nerve gas - through the port of 
Latakia. Alistair’s role, working with the Pentagon, saw him receive 
the OBE at 48 and selection for promotion to Colonel. 
 

It was time for a change. Alistair retired from the military, and went 
into the City with JLT and then Price Forbes in the highly specialised 
strategic security business. International clients, both nations and 
individuals, sought insurance against kidnap, ransom, cyber attack 
and political unrest. Today, Alistair commutes to work in a London 
office yet still travels globally, ‘helping to prevent and mitigate the 
impact of claims before they happen’.  
 

A friend introduced Alistair and his wife, Caroline, to Suffolk some 
four years ago, after ‘too long in the capital south of the river’. 
They immediately fell in love with Dennington Place, its 14th century 
moated site, the 15th century stable block and herringbone red-
brick and oak timbered 16th century traditional Suffolk house. Their 
intention now is to repair and restore the substantial property 
externally and internally; they have already used the expertise of 
local firm, Roger Gladwells, to landscape the gardens and water 
features and are looking forward to being able to open their home 
for the occasional village function. When not shooting, fishing, 
golfing, cooking, walking the dogs, mowing the lawns, or acting as 
crisis manager for multiple security risk situations worldwide, 
Alistair enjoys the big blue skies and gently undulating topography 
of our local area. Even global trouble-shooters need a few minutes 
‘down time’ now and again! 
 

As told to Mark Kendall 



 

 

Bridge Street, Framlingham 
 

Tel No. 01728 621622 
 

NEW OPENING HOURS 
Appointments and walk-ins available during 

all opening times 
 
 Monday:  closed 
 Tuesday:  9am-6pm 
 Wednesday:  2pm-7.30pm 
 Thursday:  9am-6pm 
 Friday:   9am-6pm 
 Saturday:  8am-2pm 



 

 

 

DENNINGTON CEP SCHOOL 
 

End of summer term:  Tuesday, 20th July 
Start of Autumn term: Friday, 3rd 

September 
 
The school will be welcoming a new teacher this autumn, Miss 
Alicia Hoad.  She will work with the Key Stage 1 team, allowing 
other teachers to spend more time with children with special 
educational needs.  Miss Hoad worked at Dennington school two 
years ago as a student teacher, and is much looking forward to 
coming back to the village. 
 
Over the past few months, Chaffinches have 
been doing lessons on a coastal theme, and 
have been enjoying working in their new 

garden. 
 
Robins have been learning about dinosaurs and 
superheroes, as well as historical black figures.  
They have been planting sunflowers, and learning 
about bees. 
 
Wrens have been doing forest 
school lessons in Charlotte’s 

wood, learning particularly about habitats, and 
reading The Iron Man by Ted Hughes. 
 
Swallows have become embroiled in the Tudor 
period, including visiting the Tower of London, and are also 
learning about the USA.  Lots of preparations are taking place for 
the end of term performance of The Wizard of Oz on 14th, 15th and 
16th July. 
 

Charys Rushbrook, Head of School  
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Seasonal flowers for all                     

occasions and workshops. 

 

Frances Boscawen 

01728 638768 / 07799621403 

www.moatfarmflowers.com 

Chris Mann 

Painter and  

Paperhanger 

30 years experience 

For a free quote phone: 

Tunstall (01728)687438 

Mobile: 07941 262663 
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GARDEN VISITING 
 

“Oh, but you should have seen it last week…” 
 
Summer is the season for the pleasant, gentle pastime of garden 
visiting, preferably accompanied by a cup of tea and cake. The 
popularity of the activity satisfies various aspects of human nature; 
our innate curiosity being one, and who doesn't derive quiet 
satisfaction from knowing that their particular flower, fruit or 
vegetable is superior to those on offer? On the other hand one may 
return chastened to the home plot with the thought, 'must try 
harder' in your head. The appreciation of beauty, the search for 
ideas and the commendable aim of supporting charity are of course 
all perfectly legitimate reasons to 'go see a garden'. 
 

Opening a garden involves a huge amount of hard work in an effort 
to make the garden 'presentable' but one now has the useful 
option, given by the currently fashionable trend for 'wilding' of 
roping off the bit you no longer have the energy to weed and 
calling it 'the wild garden'. 
 

I recently visited Ashe Park at Campsea Ashe opened in aid of the 
National Gardens Scheme (www.ngs.org.uk) and was surprised to 
find a twelve acre garden with much of interest. A long canal dating 
from 1700, enormous cedars of Lebanon, huge old yew hedges, a 
fine specimen of the cork oak, a conservatory of citrus fruits and a 

walled garden with beds of 
peonies and shrub roses were 
just some of the things to see – 
well worth a visit. I believe the 
garden is open again on July 18 
from 2-5pm but not this time in 
aid of the NGS. 

 

Andrew Stansfeld,  

Stansfeld Garden Design 

http://www.ngs.org.uk/


 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Everything has been bursting with wildlife over the past few months, 
so here are some scenes from around Dennington Hall farms where 
we’ve been enjoying seeing the new life arriving. 

 

 
 

Mad March hares playing in the fields... 

Water deer fawns in the meadows…. 

A young 

roe deer 

struggling 

through 

the 

grass... 
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THE WI 
 

The WI have been unable to hold any face to face meetings so far 
this year. However, members have been able to enjoy various 
Zoom meetings, some with a social coffee morning while others 
have been with a speaker.  Meetings for the next few months are: 
  
July – we plan to hold an outdoor meeting 
and prepare for the village fete 
August – Wendy Smith is speaking on the 
Wimbledon Championships 
September – the historical art of paper 
quilling past and present by Elizabeth Moad 
  
I have also replanted the tubs outside the 
village hall. 
 

Jenny Dyne 

 

FREE HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE TRAINING 
 

Until September 2022 Suffolk County Council are providing fully 
funded qualifications to staff working in the health and social care 
sector.   The developing skills in health and social care (DSHSC) 
project will involve working with a range of local colleges, training 
providers and other partners; fully funded qualifications are 

provided.  The training will take approximately 20
-50 hours to complete and can be done flexibly to 
suit both employee and employer.  The project 
has secured up to £7.58 million, with up to £3.79 
million coming from the European Social Fund 
(ESF).  If you are an adult health and social care 
employee or employer, find out how you can be 
involved: https://bit.ly/socialcaretraining. 



 

 

JPF Tree Services 
 

Tree Felling and Pruning * Hedge Cutting 

Garden Clearance * Fencing and Landscaping 

                 Woodland Management  

                 Competitive firewood prices  

 

Tel: 07772 330351 / Email: jpftreeservices@outlook.com 

 

ST MARY’S DENNINGTON 
 

It was lovely to be able to have our first service of the year on 
Easter Day, although it did seem odd not having any hymns.  Sadly 
there was no Plant Sale this year but Celia and Peter did put some 
plants in the church porch and raised about £150  which was 
wonderful. 

  

It was very poignant to hear the 
muffled tolling of the bell in 
memory of the Duke of Edinburgh 
on Saturday 17th April.  Very many 
thanks to David Mann and Duncan 
Horrocks, it looked very hard work 
tolling a single and very heavy bell.  
  

We very much look forward to seeing everyone back at our regular 
services from July onwards: 
 

First Sunday  - 8.00 am Holy Communion 
Second Sunday – 11.00 am Mattins 

Fourth Sunday – 11.00 am Holy Communion 

  

Please do check on the noticeboard in case there are any changes 
and also for services being held in other parishes in the Benefice. 
 

Veronica Maberly 
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TREE FELLING ON THE FRAMLINGHAM ROAD  
 

Over the last few years local residents and other road users had 
raised concerns regarding the dead and dying horse chestnut and 
elm trees on land that we own against the B1116 as you approach 
the village from Framlingham.  Two years ago we felled one of the 
more dangerous trees with the assistance of a tree surgeon who 
was able to climb and fell it bit by bit, but as it was clear this was 
going to prove both expensive and time consuming for a number of 
trees, with traffic control costs to add in, we had to change tack. 
 

We had used Mark Collins of Collins Forestry Services Ltd. before, 
and so after some discussion we decided that he would bring in his 
large tracked machine which has both a shear and chain saw 
attachment with which he would be able to do all the work from 
the field side with minimal disruption to traffic flow. 
 

With his long reach and with an elevated cab position he was able 
to reach over the existing 
hedge, completely felling 
the worst affected trees but 
coppicing the ones still 
showing some life.  
Although it’s looking a little 
ragged at present, hopefully 
it will soon green over and 
retain much of that wooded 
avenue effect of before. 
 

All the timber has been chipped, 55 tons in total, which will provide 
biomass fuel. This doesn’t include the quantity that Mark Kendell, 
armed with only a bow saw, cut and distributed around the village, 
hopefully gratefully received by residents*. 
 

Nick Watts 
*Yes thank you! - Ed. 



 

 

 

DENNINGTON VILLAGE HALL COFFEE 

MORNINGS 

 

We’re back! 

 

After a long break, we are starting the village 

coffee mornings again in July. 

 

We’re delighted to welcome back friends and 

neighbours, ‘old’ and new. 

 

There’s lots of news to catch up on...what have you 

been doing during lockdown? 

 

Our first meeting will be on 

Thursday 29th July 

 

Please see the list below for future dates; all the 

dates are Thursday mornings and start at 

10.30am: coffee, tea and home made cakes served 

 

July 29
th

 

August 12
th

 / 26
th

 

September 9
th

 / 23
rd

 

October 7
th

 / 21
st

 

November 4
th

 / 18
th

 

  December 2
nd

 / 16
th

 

 

Put the dates in your diary and join us if you 

can. 
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PARISH COUNCIL UPDATE 
 

We were pleased to meet again as a full Council in the Village Hall 
for the Annual General Meeting in May, and to welcome residents 
to the meeting.  
 

Many Councillors have certain roles and responsibilities which were 
confirmed at the AGM: 
Matt Lunn   Chair of the Parish Council 
Robert Wardley   Vice-Chair, Examining Councillor, Health & 

 Safety, Emergency Planning, Welfare Officer, 
 Dennington Consolidated Charities Trustee 

John Calver  Highways and Footpaths  
Nick Watts   Tree Warden  
Tom Mountain  SALC Representative  
Sam Steward  Dennington Jubilee Hall Trustee   
Rebecca Fox  Dennington Sports Club Trustee  
 

We would like to thank Councillors for carrying out these roles for 
the benefit of the village.  
 

The posts for the Speed Indicator Device have 
now been installed and the sign has initially been 
deployed on Laxfield Road to slow down traffic 
approaching the school. We look forward to 
analysing the data from the sign and are working 
to obtain funds for a second sign. 
 

The end of year accounts and internal audit has 
been successfully completed and no issues for concern were raised. 
 

We will next meet on Monday 12th July at 7.30pm, and, as always, 
residents are most welcome to attend.   
 

Matt Lunn, Chair  and Lydia Kirk, Clerk 
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HOOPS OF FUN! 
 

Dennington Village Hall is proud to announce a Grand Croquet 
Tournament on Saturday 24th July, at 3 pm on the Sports Field 
behind the hall. 
 
No experience is needed, we have simplified rules so anyone can 
get started quickly.  Come along and sample a game that anyone 
can play, enjoy strawberries and cream and meet up with friends 
again.  The bar will be open and spectators will be very welcome.  
Teams of 2 or 4, please register by the 19th July so we can prepare 
the draw.  
 
To register, please email: denningtonviews@gmail.com, call Kate 
on 638437 or sign up at the Fete.  Entry fee: £1 per team. 
 

Kate Viscardi 

mailto:denningtonviews@gmail.com


 

 

 
 

CONVERSATION WITH A CURATOR 
 

Dennington Village Hall is proud to announce a new occasional 
series of Conversations with….  The first one, Conversation with a 
Curator, will take place in the village hall on  Wednesday 22nd 
September, at 7 pm; the bar will be open from 8pm. 
 
Paolo Viscardi is Assistant Keeper of Natural History at the National 
Museum of Ireland.  His previous experience includes The 
Horniman Museum, the Grant Museum and Bristol Museums.   

The Natural History Museum in Dublin is known affectionately by 
locals as the Dead Zoo. Among professionals it's known as a 
museum of museums, being much unchanged since its founding a 
generation before the Natural History Museum in London. It is 
currently undergoing a major refurbishment, but they are 
determined to keep it as unchanged as possible. 
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After a short introduction 
Paolo will take questions 
from the audience and 
answer them if he 
can.  Questions might 
include: how do you get a 
whale down from the 
ceiling? What did you have 
to do as the Extreme 
Curator? Is it true birds are 
descended from 
dinosaurs?  Indeed, 
anything you can think of 
that's to do with the 
natural world. 
 
Children welcome.  Please 
register in advance so we 
have contact details and 
know numbers: email 

denningtonviews@gmail.com, with the subject Curator, or call 
Kate on 638437.   
 
Entry:  Adults: £2, children and students free. 
 
We’d love to do more of these Conversations with… sessions, 
drawing on the expertise of people living in and around 
Dennington.  If you have a subject you're passionate about and 
would be interested in sharing your enthusiasm, please do get in 
touch, contact details as above.  With the informal Q&A format it’s 
much less onerous than preparing a full talk, but it's nice if you can 
bring along examples or illustrations. 
 

Kate Viscardi 

mailto:Email%3Adenningtonviews@gmail.com


 

 

 

TWO SUPER-EASY ICE CREAM RECIPES  
 

Basic no-churn ice cream 
397g tin condensed milk 
300ml double cream 
Vanilla extract 
Flavouring of your choice eg caramel, 
fruit compote, chocolate chips 
 

Whisk (an electric whisk is best, 
otherwise this might take a while!) the 
condensed milk with the double cream until it leaves a good trail 
behind it.  Add a couple of drops of vanilla extract, fold through 
your flavouring of choice, scoop into a suitable container and leave 
to set overnight in the freezer.   
 

This is lovely with eg an apricot compote made from a punnet of 
apricots simmered for around 10 minutes until soft in water to 
barely cover.  It may need some caster sugar added at the end if 
very tart, or lemon juice as the ice cream mixture is quite sweet.   
 
Nigella’s lemon ice cream (from How to Eat, published by Vintage) 
3 unwaxed lemons 
420ml double dream 
170g icing sugar 
3 tblsp chilled water 
 

This is my go-to recipe for an easy pudding in summer.  Zest two of 
the lemons and squeeze the juice from all three.  Pour the juice into 
a bowl with the zest and icing sugar, stir and leave to combine for 
30 minutes.  Whip the cream with the chilled water until it forms 
soft peaks then whisk in the sweetened lemon juice, turn into a 
container, cover and freeze until firm.  Soften before serving. 
 

Jo Denton 
 

 Serve with home-grown strawberries! 
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DENNINGTON VILLAGE HALL CALENDAR 2022 
 

The village calendar was a great success last year, 
so we're doing it again.  This time round we'll have 
photos of village activities, so please let us know 
about any events you're running if you'd like us to 
come along and get some pictures.  We also want 
to include a list of village organisations, so if you 
run something that provides a service to the village 
and around, please let us have the details.  Please  

email on denningtonviews@gmail.com, subject Calendar, or call 
Kate on 638437. 
 

Kate Viscardi 

 

SUFFOLK CHURCHES RIDE AND STRIDE: 11th SEPTEMBER  
 

We are soon approaching the yearly pedal and stride event and it 
would good to see new faces join in this special day.  Last year 
those who participated in the ride wrote of the beautiful 
countryside and the numerous interesting churches they visited.  
We were fortunate to have good weather which seems to have 
been the case most years.  An opportunity to see the countryside at 
its best and to enjoy a family day out.   
 

Many thanks to all the people who took part last year and the 
donations collected towards our ancient and vulnerable churches 
and chapels is greatly appreciated.  Also a big Thank You to those 
who sat at the church to welcome visitors.    
 

If you are interested in the Ride or Stride or can 
sit in the church for an hour to welcome visitors 
on the day, please contact me on 01728 638686. 
 

Avril Palmer 

mailto:denningtonviews@gmail.com
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DENNINGTON 100 CLUB RESTARTING FROM END JULY 
 

The 100 Club, which has been in abeyance for the past year, raises 
much needed funds every year for the village hall.  After organising 
the 100 Club for the 11 years, Jenny Dyne and her helpers have 
decided that it’s time to stand down and for a new team to take 
over.  The village hall trustees are extremely grateful to everyone, 
and particularly to Jenny, for all their hard work.   
 

As its name suggests, the Club has 100 members who each pay £12 
every year into the pot.  There is a monthly prize draw, with one 
lucky member receiving a First Prize of £25, a Second Prize of £15 or 
a Third Prize of £10.  Around half of the subs for the current year 
had been collected before lock down in March 2020 and have been 
held in the bank account since then.  In order to restart the Club 
from the end of July, various helpers and I will be collecting the 
remaining subs for 2021/22 (details will be provided on how to pay) 
and we will be making monthly draws from the end of July at a 
time and place to be advised.  There is ONE number free if anyone 
else would like to join the club; please contact me on 
denningtonnews@gmail.com. 
 

Jo Denton 

 

THE DENNINGTON DUCKS 
 

The Dennington ducks are living dangerously again.  A male duck 
was recently discovered injured on the road just by The Old Stores 
next to the village square.  Rescued by Pam and John, he was sent 
to Midge Cracknell, who lives just outside Dennington and has a 
pond on which he can recuperate safely.  The wounded duck is now 
well on its way to a full recovery, swimming quite happily alongside 
the others that Midge has rehabilitated successfully.  
 

Jo Denton 



 

 



 

 

 

DENNINGTON QUEEN CRIBBAGE TEAM 
 

It is hoped the league season will be able to        
re-start in September 2021. Please contact Allan 
Dyne on 01728-638166 for further information. 

 

HELP GUIDE EAST SUFFOLK HOUSING STRATEGY 
 

East Suffolk Council is preparing a Housing Strategy for Older 
Persons to guide and inform future housing provision for people 
who have reached retirement age. Local residents of all tenures are 
invited to take part by providing their thoughts and views via a 
short survey. The survey is now live till 7th July and will take about 5 
minutes to complete.  Information about the survey can be found 
on the Councils website at https://bit.ly/EShousing, or the survey 
can be accessed direct here https://bit.ly/EShousingsurvey. 
 
Residents who do not wish to use this online method but who 
would like to take part can call the Council on 0333 016 2000 and 
someone will be happy to talk through the survey or provide a 
written copy. 
  
The survey is completely anonymous, and each respondent has the 
opportunity to give their contact details which will be placed into a 
prize draw for £50 gift vouchers of their choice. The prize draw will 
be conducted on Monday 12th July.  Respondents will also have the 
opportunity to take part in small discussion groups throughout the 
summer, either virtually or in a COVID safe environment. 
  
If anyone would like to discuss any aspects of this research further, 
please contact Stephanie Baxter, Housing Strategy and Enabling 
Manager at East Suffolk Council on 01502 523 462 or email 
Stephanie.Baxter@eastsuffolk.gov.uk. 
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DENNINGTON ALLOTMENTS & GARDNERS’ ASSOCIATION 
 

After a very dry April and exceptionally wet May the allotment 
plots have burst into life with vigorous new growth. The plots are 
well prepared and looking at their best despite the onslaught of 
long grass and determined imitators!  
 

On Saturday 17th July Dennington will be holding its Village Fete and 
the Allotment will be joining in with an ‘Open Day’ for visitors, with 
plot holders present to answer any questions and guide people 
through the site.  
 

We will also be organising a Scarecrow Competition for children up 
to the age of 14 living in the village.  All scarecrow entries should be 
taken to the allotment site (which will be signposted) before the 
Fete begins and we will display them on the plots for viewing and 
judging.  There will be three prizes for the First, Second and Third 
as decided by an independent judge from the village, and the 
winners will be announced during the afternoon. 
 

Look out for our Scarecrow Competition posters which will be 
displayed on the allotment noticeboard, the Neathouse 
noticeboard and at the Primary School.   
 

We will also be selling raffle tickets 
at the allotments on 17th July; first 
prize a big box of delicious 
chocolates! 
 

If anyone has any questions, please 
get in touch with me on 
pstevensturner@gmail.com.  We 
look forward to seeing everyone 
on the 17th July! 
 

Pamela Turner  
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TRACES OF WW2 IN DENNINGTON  
 

During WW2, small, fortified structures were built as a part of the 
British anti-invasion preparations.  Known as pillboxes because of 
their shape, there were six basic designs that were adapted to local 
circumstances and building materials, as well as for different 
functions such as light anti-aircraft positions, observation points or 
to protect airfields from enemy parachutists.   Dover, Lincolnshire, 
Essex and Northumberland all have a type of pillbox named after 
them – and there is also the Suffolk Square which was, as its name 
suggests, unique to Suffolk. 
 

Neglect, nature and the needs of land owners have meant that 
many no longer exist.  Of the estimated 28,000 pillboxes-type 
structures constructed in the UK, about 6,500 are believed to have 
survived – and there are two still to be seen around Dennington, 
although they are private property and it is illegal to go into them 
without permission. 

 

The most obvious one is the one at 
Clay Hill just beyond Mill House, 
which would have guarded the road 
into Dennington coming from the 
coast, and another, larger, one at 
Wood Farm which used to have a 
search light and gun mounting and 
would, says Robert Rous, ‘have been 

an outer defence for the airfield at Parham’.  Despite the pillboxes 
being off-limits to casual visitors, the Badingham Road one has 
some names recorded inside it from years past, including a B. 
O’Farrell who apparently slept there!  
 

There was once a pillbox at Owls Green down the small lane to the 
right after the Bell, which was buried at some stage, and one just 
inside Dennington, on the lane to Wilby, just after Wells Corner. 
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VOLUNTEER FOR EAST ANGLIA CHILDREN’S HOSPICES! 
 

East Anglia’s Children’s Hospices are in desperate 
need of volunteers to keep their shops open, as 
many of their usual volunteers are currently unable 
to lend a hand due to the pandemic.  The charity is 
facing a significant financial deficit over the next 12 
months due to disruption to fundraising and retail, 
while at the same time the care and support they 
offer is more important than ever as vulnerable 

families become exhausted from shielding. 
 

There are lots of ways to support EACH, from sorting donations 
and dressing windows to running the till and listing items on their 
eBay shop.  If you feel you may be able to help, even for just a 
couple of hours a week, pop into your local EACH shop – there are 
43 across the region, including ones in Framlingham, Leiston and 
Saxmundham – to chat to the team and arrange a taster session.   
To find out more about becoming a volunteer go to 
www.each.org.uk or telephone EACH Volunteer Services on 01223 
205183. 

Memories differ on this point, but Robert Wardley tells me that 
there was one in the centre of the village built during the early part 
of WW2. Like the others, it was constructed in concrete with the 
roof and walls ranging from 12”-24” thick, with one door for entry 
and exit. This was positioned on the site adjacent to where the old 
village hall was situated; the village hall was demolished before the 
pillbox, which was in turn demolished around 1986/1987 when the 
land was sold off by Dennington Consolidated charities to a 
developer for the four new houses that are now situated on what 
would have been on the old allotment site and the old village hall 
site on the Laxfield Road. 
 

Jo Denton 

http://www.each.org.uk


 

 



 

 

 

DR. DAN POULTER, MP, WRITES: 
 

“A few years ago, working with other Suffolk MPs, I helped lead the 
successful campaign to gain over £30 million of Government funding 
for faster broadband for Suffolk. The Better Broadband for Suffolk 
programme has already made significant inroads into ensuring 
superfast broadband is available across the county, but there still 
remains some way to go in achieving 100% coverage. 
 
Superfast broadband is no longer a “luxury add-on” service, but for 
many people, it is now a vital utility in the same way as heating and 
power. It is essential deliver growth and investment into Suffolk’s 
local economy, not to mention providing reliable access for young 
people at school and university.  With public services like the health 
service constantly looking for new and better ways to deliver care to 
patients, fast and reliable digital connectivity is absolutely essential. 
 
The Government has recently pledged to deliver full fibre broadband 
across the UK and whilst this is welcome news, it is my opinion that 
much more has to be done to level up the digital divide here in Central 
Suffolk and North Ipswich.  Our local businesses, students, farmers, 
public services and health settings all depend upon a fast and reliable 
broadband service – for accessing their customers, studies, service 
users or patients, but also for making the most of agri-tech 
equipment relied upon by our local farmers.  
 
As we emerge from the pandemic, it is absolutely critical that our 
local businesses get all the help they need, and better broadband is 
essential. I am greatly encouraged by the Government’s commitment 
to deliver better broadband for all and I will continue to do all that I 
can to ensure that Suffolk remain firmly at the front of the queue.” 
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 DIARY OF EVENTS JULY-SEPTEMBER 2021 

Date Event Location Start time 

10th July Sign up Horticultural show Email   

12th July Parish Council meeting Village hall 7.30pm 

14th July WI meeting Outside 7.30pm 

16th July Deliver scarecrows Allotments Any time 

17th July Village fete Various 12noon 

17th July Horticultural Club Show Village hall 12noon 

18th July Ashe Park garden open Ashe Park   

20th July End of term School   

21st July Horticultural Club meeting Village hall 7.30pm 

24th July Croquet tournament Sports field 3pm 

29th July Coffee morning Village hall 10.30am 

End July 100 Club restarting Email   

11th Aug WI meeting Village hall 7.30pm 

12th Aug Coffee morning Village hall 10.30am 

26th Aug Coffee morning Village hall 10.30am 

29th-31st Aug Summer Art exhibition Village hall 10am 

3rd Sept Start of Autumn term School   

8th Sept WI meeting Village hall 7.30pm 

9th Sept Coffee morning Village hall 10.30am 

11th Sept Churches ride and stride Church 9am 

15th Sept Horticultural Club meeting Village hall 7.30pm 

22nd Sept Conversations with a  
Curator 

Village hall 7pm 

23rd Sept Coffee morning Village hall 10.30am 


